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WSDA Mission Statement

Through service, regulation and advocacy, 

the Washington State Department of 

Agriculture supports the viability and vitality 

of agriculture while protecting consumers, 

public health and the environment. 



WSDA Plant Protection Division

Detecting invasive species and prevent their 

spread within the state of Washington. 



For Each Invasive Pest . . . 

WSDA seeks to get ahead of this invasion curve.  



Spotted Lanternfly, Lycorma delicatula

Crop hosts: Grapes & 

stone fruits, hops

Virginia creeper, Acer, 

Juglans, Tree-of-heaven.

Native to China, but found in 

Pennsylvania in 2014

Spread to New York, New Jersey & 

Virginia, Maryland by 2018; 

Delaware 2019

Actual size = ¾ to 1 inch long



Spotted Lanternfly, Lycorma delicatula

Early nymphs- black 

with white spots

4th instar red with white 

spots.



Spotted Lanternfly, Lycorma delicatula

Adults are not strong fliers

Good hitchhikers.

Phloem feeder

Biggest threat = honeydew & mold

Damage (weeping wounds) to trunks



Spotted Lanternfly, Lycorma delicatula

Tends to lay eggs along 

trunk and limbs

Will lay on just about 

any smooth surface.

Adults can disperse

Biggest threat = movement of egg 

masses



Tree-of-Heaven = Ailanthus altissima
 Native to northern & central China

 Weedy characteristics make T-o-H highly invasive

 Prolific fruiting

 Root sprouts vigorously 

 Adaptable to disturbed sites

 Rapid growth rate

 Drought-tolerant.



Tree-of-Heaven = Ailanthus altissima

 Attractive and cultured as an ornamental

 Compound leave w/ 10 to 40 leaflets

 Resembles smooth sumac (Rhus glabra) 





The Apple Maggot

Apples are native to 

Central China -

Kazakhstan

Apple maggot first 

described in upstate 

New York

Hawthorn to 

Apple = 

Sympatric 

host shift



The Apple Maggot

AKA- the railroad 

worm



The Apple Maggot 

Survey Program

First found in WA 

State in 1980

Apple Maggot Quarantine Area:

Goal is to prevent the spread of AM 

into the commercial apple areas.

Estimation- “If AM becomes 

established in these areas, it could 

cost the industry $550 million.”                     

–S. Galinato et al., WSU 2018



AM Survey Program placed over 10,000 

traps in 15 WA Counties



Other Pests of Concern for 2020
 GIANT ASIAN HORNET/ EUROPEAN HORNET

 Vespa mandarinia/Vespa carbro

 Native to Asia and Europe, respectively

 Larger than our native vespids (yellowjackets)

 Giant Asian hornet preys on honey bees

 European hornet feeds on ripening fruit

 Animal health concerns.

Actual size 1.5 to 2 inches Actual size ~ 1.0 inch long



Other Pests of Concern for 2020
 GIANT ASIAN HORNET

 Reports of this species being found and eradicated in British 

Columbia 2019

 December 8- confirmed find of dead hornet in Blaine, WA

 Publicity focused on human threat—overblown

 End of December- two beekeepers submit photos of hives and 

piles of decapitated honeybees

 WSDA strategizes response.

Actual size 1.5 to 2 inches

Baldfaced Hornet- 1” long 



Other Pests of Concern for 2020

Anoplophora chinensis = Citrus Long-horned Beetle

Popillia japonica = Japanese Beetle

Lymantia dispar = Gypsy Moth 

Lilioceris lilii = Red Lily Beetle

Agrilus planipennis = Emerald Ash Borer

Lobesia botrana = European Grapevine Moth



What Can You Do?

 Confirm what you have found

 Take a photograph of: 

A specimen 

Damage you observed

 Collect a sample

 Note your location

 So you noticed something abnormal and/or 
you collected a sample, now what?

 Contact:

 Local MG Clinic

 Local county extension office

WSU/OSU Diagnostic Clinics

 ODA/WSDA (PestProgram@agr.wa.gov ).

mailto:PestProgram@agr.wa.gov

