
Avoid Getting into a Pickle!
Use PICOL

Rachel Bomberger
WSU Pesticide Resources and Education



W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
 S

T
A

T
E

 U
N

IV
E

R
S

IT
Y

Products names and situations 
are examples; neither 

endorsement nor 
condemnation is intended

Situations discussed are not 
recommendations and are for 
educational or informational 

purposes ONLY

No blame and no shame is 
implied
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• Kristi Boone
• picol.info@wsu.edu

• 7 Years with Pesticide 
Resources and Education
• Extensive background and 

applied knowledge
• B.S. from WSU
• M.S. from Univ of Idaho

PICOL Power

mailto:picol.info@wsu.edu
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• Review pesticide recommendations for WSU 
& WSU Extension publications for consistency 
with the currently registered label for the 
pesticide

• 16,249 recommendations reviewed
• 4,301 labels read

• Major Publications:
• PNW Handbooks
• Tree Fruit & Grape Crop Protection Guides
• Potato Alert and other newsletters

• Now, Potato DAS!
• Hortsense/Pestsense
• Master Gardener Manual Update

Sean Ross, Pesticide Educational Resources Collaborative (PERC), Bugwood.org
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FIFRA & State Pesticide Law
All products must be registered with 
EPA and WSDA



W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
 S

T
A

T
E

 U
N

IV
E

R
S

IT
Y

FIFRA & State Pesticide Law
All products must be registered with 
EPA and WSDA

•Can refuse registration
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FIFRA & State Pesticide Law
All products must be registered with 
EPA and WSDA

•Can refuse registration
•Particular concerns:

•Groundwater, aquatic environments
•High volatile ester 2,4-D

•Result of the diverse EWA agriculture
•Some predator control products
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Legal Definition: Pesticide

Prevent, destroy, control, 
repel or mitigate pests
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Legal Definition: Pesticide

Prevent, destroy, control, 
repel or mitigate pests
Plant regulators, defoliants, 
and desiccants



W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
 S

T
A

T
E

 U
N

IV
E

R
S

IT
Y

Legal Definition: Pesticide

Prevent, destroy, control, 
repel or mitigate pests
Plant regulators, defoliants, 
and desiccants
Washington Definition includes 
“spray adjuvants” and 25(b) 
pesticides
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*Minimum-Risk Pesticides

• 25(b) Exemptions from EPA 
Registration
Active and Inert ingredients on list

• No efficacy data required

4350-PesticideRegistrationInWA with changes 08-04-2010 .DOC



W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
 S

T
A

T
E

 U
N

IV
E

R
S

IT
Y

Use PICOL!!!

•Pesticide
•Information
•Center
•On-
•Line
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Use PICOL
• Navigate to the Pesticide Information Center OnLine Home Page: https://picol.cahnrs.wsu.edu/

https://picol.cahnrs.wsu.edu/
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Quick Search
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Quick Search
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Quick Search
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Make sure it is 
for your state!
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FEDERAL Restricted Use 
Product
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STATE Restricted Use Product
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STATE Restricted Use Product
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Using PICOL Search
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Using PICOL Search
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Using PICOL Search
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Aerial with Ease
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Good news! This is the first option 
in the drop down!
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• These will show up with the Advanced 
Search+Application+Aerial

SLNs for Aerial
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Why Use PICOL

• Read product labels before
• Purchase
• Use
• Stocking up on PPE
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Why Use PICOL

• Read product labels before
• Purchase
• Use
• Stocking up on PPE

• Search for the right product for your site
• Find the right product for your pest
• Build a resistance management plan
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Why Use PICOL

• Read product labels before
• Purchase
• Use
• Stocking up on PPE

• Search for the right product for your site
• Find the right product for your pest
• Build a resistance management plan
• Skip the product that won’t work!
• Figure out what went wrong previously

• Someone else’s oopsie
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• READ your label
• FOLLOW your label
• UNDERSTAND your label

Look at PICOL to plan ahead 

Final Thoughts
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Questions?

Thank you!

rachel.bomberger@wsu.edu
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