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Species on the Willamette River

Vanessa Youngblood, Willamette Riverkeeper



A collaborative project 
with 

multiple partners 
across 

six counties 



Target Species:
One yellow flower to the next…



Methods of Survey & Treatment



The Challenges of Surveying on 
the River

From boat ramp to boat 
ramp…



YFH 2022 YFH 2023 YFH 2021 



Before Treatment 
2022

Before Treatment 
2023



New YFH Populations in 2023



New Patterns of Growth…



Garden Yellow 
Loosestrife

Lysimachia
vulgaris

An A-listed EDRR weed on the 
Willamette River



GYL 2021 GYL 2022 GYL 2023



New upstream populations discovered…



Garden yellow loosestrife in its 
vegetative state… 



Patches of GYL intermixed



Ludwigia treatment sites Willamette 
Riverkeeper is managing in collaboration 

with partners 

=

The long-standing battle with Ludwigia…

Five Treatment Sites in Prioritized Areas along 40 River Miles

 Black Dog Landing (in partner with OPRD)

 Gail Achterman Wildlife Area (in partner with ODFW)

 Willamette Slough (in partner with City of Salem)

 Windsor Slough (in partner with OPRD)

 Mission Lake (in partner with OPRD) 



Black Dog Landing – One year of two treatments/season



Gail Achterman Wildlife Area – Six years of two treatments/season in total



Minto Brown Island Park – Willamette Slough – Four years of two treatments/season in total

2020 2022



Windsor Slough – One year of two treatments/season



Mission Lake – Five years of two treatments/season in total

2018 2019



“Paddle & Pulls”



We couldn’t do it without our incredible volunteers!



Peer to Peer Day - 2023



Willamette Aquatic Invasives Network 
& 

The Wapato Revival Plan
wapatorevival.org



THANK YOU!!
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