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INTRODUCTIONS

E

Samuel Leininger, Clackamas SWCD WeedWise Manager;

Justin Cooley, Clackamas SWCD WeedWise Specialist;

Monte Mattsson, Clackamas SWCD WeedWise Specialist;

Chris Aldassy-East Multnomah SWCD Senior Resource Conservationist



OUR EXPERIENCES

Pre-Fire, Aftermath, Planning,

4 Year O & 1 Response:

>3 and Resources
hall L
J‘é Year 1 & 2 Response: Challenges, Successes, Lessons
Learned
A Fresh Perspective, Challenges,
ﬁ& Year 3 & 4 Response. Successes, Lessons Learned

( k: Year 5 and Beyond: Lessons Learned, Long Term
Goals, Trends
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EAGLE CREEK

Photo source: US Forest Service




* Friends and
colleagues were
directly impacted

* This is one of
the most iconic
landscapes in

North Americal

* |t impacted the
Columbia Gorge
CWMA

* Burning 48,000
acres, this is the
first large-scale
fire to impact our
region in recent
memory

Photo source: Rick Stratton, US Forest Service (9-23-2017)




3 YEARS LATER

Photo source: US Forest Service

The morning talk was all about the
wind.

| was working on a funding request with
USFS staff, when they tell me about the
Riverside fire on the Mt Hood NF.

Meanwhile, the Beachie Creek fire that
had been burning since August has also
taken off in response to the high winds.

Several smaller fires also raging across
the county (Unger, Wilhoit, Dowty, and
Lumber Mill fires, among others)

Throughout the day the Riverside had
spread 17 miles.

The Beachie Creek fires had grown

from 200 to 130,000 acres.

By Day 2, all of Clackamas is under
an evacuation order.



AREA EVACUATIONS
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Source: US Forest Service Beachie Creek Story Map (https://arcg.is/80Hil)



https://arcg.is/80HiL

DAY 3:THE WINDS EASE... (A4

Photo source: Samuel Leininger




POST-FIRE AFTERMATH 0 &

The Riverside burned 138,054
acres in Clackamas County

The Beachie Creek burned
193,573 acres and merged
with the Lionshead that burned
204,469 acres to the east.

In Clackamas County, 62 homes
and 215 structures were lost.

Most impacted areas in
Clackamas County were
largely national forest or
commercial forestry.

Even greater losses are felt
elsewhere

Photo source: Samuel Leininger, Clackamas SWCD
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WE CARE ﬁ]g AUHE PRAYING
TOGETHER WE WILL GET
THRU THIS

AT

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45 - 10:45

Photo source: Samuel Leininger, Clackamas SWCD




RING...RING...

“Hey Sam, this is Sarah Callahan...| am leading a team...to do a post-fire
assessment...for the state and private lands...much like the Forest Service would
do... | am hoping you would take part in the Beachie and Riverside fires...”






POST-FIRE PLANNING

BAER: Burn Area Emergency Response

O BAER planning efforts support post-fire recovery only on federal lands

O BAER planning is a well-developed process, that follows a predictable and
repeatable structure

ETART: Erosion Threat Assessment & Reduction Team

O A modified BAER planning effort for state and private lands
O ETART planning had only been applied one time previously

Photo source: Lindsey Karr, Clackamas SWCD




BAER & ETART PLANNING

These planning efforts are carried out to assess needs and to solicit resources

BAER and ETART plans look at a diversity of concerns including

O Watershed Health: soil burn severity, vegetation mortality, soil erosion, water repellent
soils, hydrologic response

O Human Life, Safety, and Property: hazard trees, debris flow, rock fall, landslides,
flooding, floating debris, homes, structures, roads, etc

Natural Resources: soil and water, fish and wildlife habitat, etc

Native Plant Communities: botany, plant ecology, and weeds I

Cultural Resources: archaeological sites, historic structures, and culturally important sites

)

J_,-‘Pl;;)fo‘ source: Samuel Leininger,” ﬁdék&mas SWCD
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CORE ETART PLANNING e

Evaluate Critical Values:

O Human life and safety,

Property,

Natural Resources,

Cultural and Heritage Resources,

(m ]
(m ]
(m ]
O Economic Resources

Use Field Evaluations

Use the BAER Model

O Crucial Habitat Layer
O Overlay weed data

O Overlay disturbance and
suppression activities

Evaluate the Risks to your Critical
Values

Recommend a Response and
Funding




THE CHALLENGES OF ETART

It's a BAER model, without the necessary inputs:

O Lack of familiarity with the process
O Limited personnel, time, and capacity
O Limited data and information, especially for private lands

O Accelerated timelines

™ =

J_,-‘Pl;;)fo‘ source: Samuel Leininger,” ﬁdék&mas SWCD
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Recommendations:

O

Early Detection and Rapid Response (EDRR) on 124 acres of priority
noxious weed locations and Natural Protection Areas threatened by
noxious weeds.

Early Detection and Rapid Response (EDRR) surveys and treatments of new
infestations associated with the 96 miles and 34 points of suppression
related disturbances.

Installation of wash stations for the sanitation of vehicles moving in and out
of the fire area during fire rehabilitation and salvage logging operations.

Targeted tree planting and native seeding to prevent invasive spread.

Education and outreach for Community Wildfire Protection Planning and
defensible space to protect human life and property

Continued survey and monitoring 3-5 years post-fire to control targeted
weeds.

Immediate Concerns that need awareness:

Current fire rehabilitation efforts (use of heavy equipment, seeding,
mulching), salvage logging were not considered in this analysis but are a
potential sources of invasive plant spread and continued disturbance.

Weed-Free mulch and seeding activities for erosion control are potential
sources of either inappropriate plant materials or noxious weed seed, that
may have long-term impacts to affected areas.
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7 We have been working with the Mt Hood National Forest and BLM Salem
District for many years.

71 In the wake of the Riverside and Beachie Creek Fires we were approached by
both agencies to help with the post-fire response

1 We know these areas well and have already been working on them

1 Since 2020, we have received Burn Area Emergency Response (BAER),
Emergency stabilization (ES), Burn Area Rehabilitation (BAR), and Infrastructure
funding totaling more than $1.2 million to support current and future
rehabilitation efforts.




1 YEAR LATER...BULL COMPLEX

Photo source: US Forest Service
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Photo source: US Forest Service
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Photo Source: USDA Forest Service, Pacific Northwest Region, State and Private Forestry, Forest Health Protection.

Collection: Bureau of Entomology Collection; La Grande, Oregon. Image: BUR-6885 "



IAI..I.H OREGON, MO " AY, ICPTIM.IR ‘lb me

IR WEEK WEEK
DEVHSTHTING WORK wer s

R ACKET Springwater District a Scene of msoution fﬁ:‘.fii% 3:}';;1‘{.3}{';3;;,;3':5.,.'::3 the Piou
--Active Relief Measures Are On FOOt t0| ,exen or bieaster ot known | e seaco, sept.

Portland, Or., Sept. 16.—~The forest pational court of arbitra

together with extremely Ald the S“fferefS' western Washl“zton :ll'[!; 2;.::":1:111(:.'::.-::;?.';:.'“‘11::r:tllggza first case today with the

ot e Latmniie el Bt 4 - United States agninst M
jopular Also Severely Strlcken out t:\I “l.r;;‘l |:l'v;; lur” furtar’ r::.ren' ’:':: !;‘:pw:;:‘p:'::-i:?::le;u::ld

AW |l near Springwater; two lives 1o be used for the esta

Reports from different parts of the Family B Wwere lost and nundreds were home- | Caiiro h

y Burned Out. ¥ alifornia miasions, The

noc | state are to the effect that the forest The most pathetic case caused by less, Clarke county, Washington, hus the fund were sold later t
Anns ase slhallae wo8 bo o .. . as - s . g o 8 3 sufforod a asvera lous with a nasal

Source: University of Oregon, Historic Oregon Newspapers (https:// oreqonnews.uoreqon.edu/ )



https://oregonnews.uoregon.edu/

Springwater Heaviest Sufferer.

= n,
occurred in the Springwater district,
where every farmer in that reglon 1s
a sufferer,

The scene In the burnt district is al-
most Indescribable. Fire swept over
a territory 156 mliles long, and from
three to four miles wide. The devas-
tated country forms a wedge leading
from Rocky Point down past Spring-
water, with Clackamas river and Clear
creek on either side, and stopping
about one mile above the Norton
place. The flames also traveled along
the rall fences, none of which remain.
S0 swift was its approach that many
people had no warning, and on Thurs-
day night the fearful flames found fam-
Ilies In their beds, nad they were
forced to flee for their lives, making
no attempt to save property,

The loss to graln and hay Is enor-
mous. Threshing was just over and
the crops were In the barns, nearly all
of which were swept away. The de-
vouring flames in a few minutes oblit-
arated the work of a lifetime. Branche
Tucker, a ploneer over 60 years of age,
lost everything he possessed, the re.
sult of 40 years' careful farming, and
has only the bare ground left. People

SPRINGWATER FIRE

destroyed.

Rev, Mr, Hateh, of Springwater, has
appea ed to the Portland churches for
ald for the homeless of his commu-
nity, and yesterday morning the First
Presbyterian church ralsed $200 in
cash (0 be used for this purpose. It
was nlso decided to accept contribu-
tiong of clothes or other articles that
might be needed, and a wagon will
leave today for the scene of the disas-
ter. Members and pastors of the oth-
er churches have expressed a willing.
ness to do all in thelr power to help
the cnuse, and the church women are
also coming to the front.

From other communities reports of
movements to assigt the sufferers are
coming in. In Oregon City the church-
es and fraternal fes are taklng
the matter in hand,

No definite arrangements have yet
been made f r the distribution of toe
funds, but the people are assured that
what they send will be wisely unml.'
It Is nkely a committee of well-known
men will be appointed, and the dis-
tribution will be left to thelr judg-
ment,

Two Casualties at Bridal Veil.

F

1902 Springwater Fire

Extended period of dry
conditions and strong
winds

Strong winds along the
Clackamas River

15 miles long and 4 miles
wide
Impacting the Springwater
area.

Follows a near identical
path to the northern reach
of the Riverside Fire

Are selling their cattle and hogs to ob- | I-ents and Gresham the fires are dying !
taln the necessities of life, out. Two unknown men were Imrnedl
e e— e s e P - i -

Source: University of Oregon, Historic Oregon Newspapers (https: //oregonnews.uoregon.edu/)
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1 September 8, 1902: 118 years to the
day of the Labor Day fires

=1 The fire predated an organized
federal response.

71 The fire is believed to have been
started by young boys burning a
hornets nest near Eagle Creek

= In Oregon, the fire burned a near
identical footprint to the Eagle Creek
fire

o1 It jumps the river and merges with
another ignition source, where it grew

to roughly 500,000 acres.

71 The Yacolt Fire strongly contributed to
the formation of the Forest Service in

1905.

Photo source: Clark County Historical Museum



MY TAKE HOME MESSAGES
5

o1 Fire is a natural and prominent component of our landscape

1 Climate change and invasive species are modifying that
landscape

1 Be adaptive. We may not be able to rely upon prior trends
o1 Learn from historic events, or we are doomed to repeat them

71 As professionals, we need to continue to learn and grow and
prepare for the next challenge.

) celmadsey Karr, glcckan7cs SWeptt\ %
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- THANKS FOR LISTENING!

Samuel Leininger
WeedWise Program
Clackamas SWCD
503-210-6006

weeds(@conservationdistrict.org
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