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Background
– Why have a PPL? 

• Native Plants List 
• “Nuisance Plants” List
• Goes beyond state/feds
• Area specific plant lists 

– City codes referring to 
PPL  

• Title 33, Zoning Code
• Title 11, Trees
• Title 29, Property 

Maintenance Regulations
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Background

– Authoritative guide 
to plants in PDX

• Technical & Educational 
used by the city, what 
gets planted where

• Backyard Bird Habitat 
Program, watershed 
councils, city contractors, 
city planting manuals, 
etc. 

• Reference docs: Flora of 
the Pacific Northwest, 
Oregon Vascular Plant 
Database, and Urbanizing 
Flora of Portland, Oregon
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Background

– Originated Nov 1991; 
updates in 90’s & 00’s 

• Govern allowable plants 
in established 
new enviro & greenway 
overlay zones

• Only natives allowed in 
overlay zones

• No Nuisance Plants in 
overlay zones or city- 
required landscape plans
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Background 

– Last substantial update in 2010 
• Part of the Invasive Plant Policy Review 

and Regulatory Improvement Project  
• Consolidation of Nuisance Plants lists 
• Assignment of Nuisance Plants ranks
• Addition of Required Eradication List
• Conversion to admin rulemaking to 

expedite update process – admin by BPS
• Other (contentious) city code stuff
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Issues with the Portland Plant List

– Enter plant nerd(s)
• Great list!
• A “committed effort by 

committee”
• How do plants get 

added (or removed)?
• How did (nuisance) 

plants get ranked?
• What references?
• What objectivity?
• Title 29 a BIG deal!
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Issues with the Portland Plant List

– “Technical” 
issues

• Minor quibbles?
• How stringent do 

you need to be?
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Issues with the Portland Plant List
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Issues with the Portland Plant List
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Issues with the Portland Plant List

Native List
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Issues with the Portland Plant List
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Issues with the Portland Plant List

– Great Native 
List!

• Sorta….
• Where should we 

delimit?
• Constricting 

palette for the 
sake of 
“nativeness” 

Lupinus microcarpus Not native to Portland area

Lupinus sulphureus Misapplied to Kincaid’s lupine, Lupinus 
oreganus 
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Issues with the Portland Plant List

– Great Native 
List!

• Sorta….
• Where should we 

delimit?
• Constricting 

palette for the 
sake of 
“nativeness” 

• Nursery industry, 
climate change, 
etc.

Lupinus microcarpus Not native to Portland area

Lupinus sulphureus Misapplied to Kincaid’s lupine, Lupinus 
oreganus 
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Current PPL Update 

– Process improvements – increased scientific 
rigor, transparency, etc. 

• Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) 
• Criteria-based screening of requested amendments
• Expert reviewers (non-city employees)
• Quantitative risk assessment  
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Current PPL Update 

– The Process We 
Developed

• Public 
Notice/Tracking
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Current PPL Update 

– The Process We 
Developed

• Public Notice/ 
Tracking

• Review by staff
• (incl. name ∆’s)
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Current PPL Update 
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Current PPL Update 
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Current PPL Update 

– What this Risk 
Assessment doesn’t do

• Prevention vs control 
resources

• Acceptable invasion risks
• There is a trade-off: 

accuracy and precision vs. 
predictive power
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Current PPL Update 

– The Process We 
Developed

• Public/Tracking
• Review by staff
• (incl. name ∆’s)
• Expert Ext. Review
• Additional Staff 

review
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Current PPL Update

– The Process We 
Developed

• Public/Tracking
• Review by staff
• (incl. name ∆’s)
• Expert Ext. Review
• Additional Staff 

review
• Notification to 

stakeholders

You Shall Not Pass!
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Lessons Learned (groan….)
• Anticipate (even more) 

the “Ideologues”
• Identify them, contact 

them, hold hands, etc.
• Folks don’t like change 

and have their favorite 
taxa

• Get buy-in from external 
jurisdictions

• Line your experts up 
early (unpaid work!)



Environmental Services   l    Portland Plant List 2016 38

Current PPL Update 

– Proposed changes  
• Addition of 8 species to Nuisance Plants List, 

incl. 2 tree species 
• Reassessment & update of Nuisance Plants List 

ranking for 3 species  
• Removal of 16 species from Native Plants List 
• 86 nomenclatural updates and or corrections  
• Movement of South Waterfront Subdistrict Plant 

List from Title 33 to PPL (pending City Council 
action) 

• Next steps….  
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Thanks!

• Observations and 
further questions?

• Dominic Maze 
dominic.maze@portland
oregon.gov
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Current PPL Update 
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