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Is there a difference? 

• Impacts 
• $ (economics)? 
• What about aesthetics? 
• C. arvense ‘Too common. 
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Is there a difference? 

• Expendable? 

• Invasion facilitated 
by decreasing biotic 
resistance 

 



Environmental Services   l    Thistles 6 

Thistles* (Asteraceae) 

• ~20 exotic spp; 7 OR; 6 WV; 
We’ll focus on 5... 

• ~100 native spp (all 
Cirsium); 14 OR; 5-6 WV. 
We’ll focus on 4... 

• Ours never very common? 
[or popular?] 

• Many threats (herbicides, 
errant biocontrol, etc.) 
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Thistles* (Asteraceae) 

• ~20 exotic spp; 7 OR; 6 WV; 
We’ll focus on 5... 

• ~100 native spp (all 
Cirsium); 14 OR; 5-6 WV. 
We’ll focus on 4... 

• Ours never very common? 
[or popular?] 

• Many threats (herbicides, 
errant biocontrol, etc.) 

• What do we do when we 
manage for “thistles”? 

 

*True thistles 
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Some differences... 

• Besides the obvious... 

• The “RoT” for thistles 
are not great: 
– Stems w/ sharp spines 

or “wings”*? 

– “Rhizomatous”? 

– Dioecious? 

– Infl. bracts leathery and 
broadly triangular*? 

– Infl. bracts sticky*? 

– Infl. bracts jagged*? 
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Exotic Thistles 

• Bull (Cirsium vulgare) 
biannual  
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Exotic Thistles 

• Canada (Cirsium 
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Exotic Thistles 

• Italian (Carduus 
pycnocephalus)  

• Slenderflower (Carduus 
tenuiflorus) annuals 
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Exotic Thistles 

• Blessed milk (Silybum 
marianum) ann/bi 
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Native Thistles (and things to look for) 

• Short-style 
(Cirsium 
brevistylum) 
perennial 

• Probably our 
most 
“common” 
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Native Thistles (and things to look for) 

• Short-style 
(Cirsium 
brevistylum) 
perennial 

• Probably our 
most 
“common” 

• Unbranched 
growth 

• Tall 
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Native Thistles (and things to look for) 

• Indian/edible 
(Cirsium edule) 
biannual 

• Branched w/ 
naked stems 

• Fuzzy 
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Native Thistles (and things to look for) 

• Indian/edible 
(Cirsium edule) 
biannual  

• Branched w/ 
naked stems 

• Fuzzy 

• Bracts firm and 
needle shaped 
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Native Thistles 

• Few leaved and 
mountain 
(Cirsium 
remotifolium var. 
remotifolium and 
var. odontolepis) 
perennial 
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Native Thistles 

• Wavy leaved 
(Cirsium 
undulatum) 
perennial 

• Likely 
extirpated 
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Management 

• Distribution map for spp. 
or survey for native spp. 

• Understanding life 
histories (annual, 
phenologies, etc.) 

• Review tools available  

• What were those goals 
again? 

• Biocontrol can be a great 
tool w/ correct agents 
DON’T USE Rhinocyllus 
conicus and Larinus 
planus! 

• Herbicides 

• Quick, high success @ density 
reduction 

• Containment during bc 
establishment 

• Who is ID’ing??? 

• Biocontrol 

• Economical 

• very selective 

• Grazing   

• Long-term 

• Can be used w/ other methods 

• Can make things much worse 

• Mechanical 

• Not compatible w/ many bc 
agents 

• Continuous 

• Tilling bad for C. arvense 

 

 

 

 



Dominic Maze 
dominic.maze@portlandoregon.gov 

• Next time: Why are 
we spraying out our 
native Clematis? 

• Check out the CoP 
5 year report: 
http://www.portlandoregon.

gov/bes/article/478465  
• Pictures: 

– Gerry Carr 
– Nate Miller 
– Toby Query 
– WildUtah.com 
– Myself 

 


