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 The Intertwine, The Intertwine Alliance and how it 
relates to the RCS (and your work) 

 Invasive species are a constant theme in both 
documents 

 Contents and purpose of the RCS, especially data 
and prioritization tools  

 How the data might improve regional conservation 
efforts 

 Accessing the data and next steps to make it more 
usable 

Key Points Today 



The Intertwine Alliance 

The Intertwine: Ultimate Outcomes

Conserve the 

ecological health of the 

region’s natural areas

Build and maintain the 

regional system of 

parks and trails

Foster stewardship 

through 

conservation 

education
Complete 

The Intertwine, 

the world’s 

greatest network 

of parks, trails and 

natural areas

Complete an 

active transportation 

network spanning 

the region

Acquire the best 

remaining natural 

areas in the region

Non-profit organization bringing the collective energy of 

our region together on parks, trails and natural areas.  
 

www.TheIntertwine.org 



 Fills a gap between local and state level planning. 

 Provides consistent data across the region. 

 Acknowledges legitimate role of urban areas. 

 IS A FRAMEWORK for collaboration on biodiversity 
conservation, NOT A PROSCRIPTIVE PLAN. 

 Explains and helps market our collective efforts. 

 

Regional Conservation Strategy 
For the greater Portland-Vancouver region 



Regional Conservation Strategy geography 



The RCS pyramid of power 









 Provides accessible and usable information on 
regional conservation issues and approaches for 
practitioners, policy makers, funders and the public. 

 Synthesizes and provides context for local efforts. 

 Reflects upon regional issues. 

 Serves as a framework for collaboration and 
strategic decision-making into the future. 

 

A framework for biodiversity conservation 



Regional Conservation Strategy contents 

Weeds  

Weeds Weeds 



Regional Conservation Strategy contents 

Weeds  





Why was the RBG developed? 

 Fills the data gap between local and larger 
regional scale analyses.  

 Science support for RCS. 

 A reference for assist practitioners and policy 
makers. 

 Provides a data-driven approach to regional 
priority setting. 



Biodiversity Guide contents 

Weeds Weeds 



Biodiversity Guide contents 

Weeds Here Weeds Here 







The Clackamas, Clark, Multnomah, and Washington County 
Cooperative Weed Management Area is a partnership of about 
25 organizations in the four counties dedicated to combating 
invasive weeds for the benefit of native habitat and people. The 
4-County CWMA is part of the Northwest Weed Management 
Partnership. Because weed issues typically extend across multiple 
ownerships, the CWMA emphasizes and supports collaborative 
weed management among land managers. The partnership 
actively engages in weed education and outreach and serves as a 
coordinating body for weed inventory and prevention and on-
the-ground weed control activities, with a focus on members’ 
early detection and rapid response lists. The CWMA meets 
monthly and maintains a master weed list as well as information 
on the status of invasive species in the region. For more 
information, go to www.4countycwma.org and 
http://www.westerninvasivesnetwork.org/pages/nwmp.html 

4-County Cooperative Weed 

Management Area 

 

Found in both RCS and RBG 



 Helps prioritize conservation efforts geographically. 

 Creates tools that serve entire 1.8 million-acre region. 

Willamette 

Synthesis 

Title 13 

Local Plans 

Local Data 

and 

knowledge 

Statewide 

Data 

National Data 
Recovery 

Plans 

Data from 2 

states 

Habitat mapping and prioritization 



Pink = “urban” 

Oregon Natural Heritage database 



                        
Urban biodiversity  
is not an oxymoron. 

 
Scale matters. 

 



30 meter pixels 

You can’t prioritize what isn’t mapped 



5 meter pixels 

You can’t prioritize what isn’t mapped 



Comparing land covers: 5m vs. 30m 



Comparing land covers: 5m vs. 30m 



 No oak or grassland layer  

 Deciduous vs. coniferous iffy 

 Incomplete (but better) agriculture layer 

 Source data came from a range of years 

Not a baseline for change detection! 

Intertwine land cover issues 



 Patch size of all “natural” types 

 Patch size vs. patch density 

 Distance from edge (interior habitat) 

 Distance from roads 

 Landscape permeability (cover type) 

 Buffered wetlands 

 Hydric soils 

Habitat score 
for each pixel 

High-value habitat model inputs 



Top 30% high-value habitat: Intertwine region 



Top 30% high-value habitat: Urban areas only 



Northeast Portland 



 Stream buffers 

 FEMA 100-year floodplain 

 Buffered wetlands 

 Flow volume and velocity 

 Land cover 

Habitat score for 
each pixel in the 
riparian buffer area 

Riparian habitat model inputs 



Riparian habitats assessed: 400,000 acres 



Agricultural area: riparian 



 Build from regional analysis 

 Translate regional priorities to a project level 

 Help create or verify priorities at any scale 

 Assist in acquisition, connectivity, trail or 
transportation projects 

4 potential uses for data and models 



Willamette synthesis extent 



Willamette synthesis extent 



Willamette synthesis extent 



Willamette synthesis extent 



Willamette synthesis extent 



Willamette synthesis extent 



Willamette synthesis extent 



Johnson Creek Watershed base map 



Johnson Creek aerial and priority polygons 



Johnson Creek priorities over RCS data 



Battle Ground, WA – top 30% only 



Battle Ground, WA – full ramp 



Mt. Scott/Scouter Mountain trails 



Getting and using the data: ARC/GIS users 



Getting and using the data: ARC/GIS users 



Getting and using the data: ARC/GIS users 



Getting and using the data: non-GIS users 



 Improving regional data sets: oak mapping 

 Technical subcommittee researching how to 
make the data more useful and developing 
additional tools and trainings. 

Willing to help? 
To (mis)quote Pogo, The Intertwine is us. We 
need folks to help develop approaches and tools 
that we can all benefit from. 

What’s next? 



 Get the documents on CD here today! 

 Contact greg.chase@oregonmetro.gov to engage 
deeper. 

  Go to www.TheIntertwine.org/conservation to get 
documents or request the data and viewing tools. 

Where to get the data and how to get 
involved 
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Thank you! 


